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On Jordan’s Stormy Banks

This well-known hymn by the Rev. Dr. Samuel
Stennett (1727-1795) first appeared in Selection of
Hymmns, a celebrated hymnal compiled by the Bap-
tisteditorJohn Rippon. Published in 1787, Rippon’s
hymnal also introduced in its enduring form Ed-
ward Perronet’s “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”.
A native of Exeter, Samuel Stennett spent his
childhood in London where his father served a
Baptist church as pastor. In 1758, he succeeded his
fatherin the pastorate of the Baptist church in Little
Wild Street, London, where he served until his
death. A scholarly man, Stennett received a D.D.
from King’s College, Aberdeen in 1763. Known also
as a friend of the reigning monarch, George III,
Stennett nonetheless refused political or social
opportunities to devote himself to ministry. His
prominence among the Dissenting ministers of
London afforded occasions to use his influence
with political figures on behalf of religious liberty.
Stennett authored 39 hymns, five of which ap-
peared in Rippon’s Selection (1787). His grandfa-
ther, Joseph Stennett, had also been a prominent
Dissenting hymn writer, publishing several hym-
nals reflecting his Puritan-rooted religion of the
heart. Samuel Stennett continued the tradition,
although with less passionate language of glory and
grace than had marked his grandfather’s Puritan-
influenced notions of Christian experience.
Stennett wrote seven stanzas for “On Jordan’s
Stormy Banks”. The hymn is also known by the title

a Miss M. Durham. Rigdon M. McIntosh revised
ProMISED LAND and changed it from minor to major
tonality. McIntosh also added a refrain. “Promised
Land” can be found in American hymnals in major
or minor keys and with or without refrains.

David Ashley White

David Ashley White’s sacred and secular composi-
tions are widely performed and published. Sources
for his frequent commissions include Piccolo
Spoleto, the Texas Chamber Orchestra, the
Mirecourt Trio, the Green Lake Festival, the Con-
cert Chorale of Houston, Del Mar College, the
University of Houston, the Houston Harpsichord
Society, Houston Masterworks Chorus, the Hous-
ton Chamber Choir, and a number of churches and
individuals.

White’s hymns are found ina number of books,
including The Hymnal 1982 (Episcopal), the re-
cently published supplement to that book, Wor-
der, Love, and Praise, The United Methodist Hym-
nal, Japan’s Hymnal for the United Church of
Christ, and Great Britain’s Worship Songs Ancient
and Modern. A collection of his hymns, Sing My
Soul: The Dc%w'u’Asbley White Hymnary, was pub-

lished in 1 by Selah Publishing Co.
Whi as born in 1944 in San Antonio, Texas.

Holdinga B.M. (oboe performance) and M.M. (com-
position) from the University of Houston, White
releived the D.M.A. in composition from the Uni-

ﬂfersity of Texas at Austin. He is the director of the

Stennett gave it, “Promised Land.” Critics hay® University of Houston’s Moores School of Music,

noted that “Promised Land” echoes a well-kndwn
hymn by Isaac Watts, “There Is a Land ure
Delight.” More than any other of Stennett&’ hymns,
“Promised Land” found enormous pepularity in
19"-century America. Its acceptar?%; American
Methodists and its subsequent @s®’in camp meet-
ings and brush arbors help account for this. The
hymn has appeared in each American Methodist
hymnal since Francis Asbury included it in his
Supplement to the Pocket Hymn Book (1808).
Stennett’s eight stanzas are generally reduced to
three or four, and several of these may be slightly
altered. The song found its way into the 1835
Southern Harmomny and is part of the American
shape note tradition. At some times in American
history, evangelicals have reinterpreted Stennett’s
biblical metaphors with a this-worldly eye toward
the promised land just over the horizon on the
western frontier.

“Promised Land” has been set to various tunes.
Perhaps the best-known in the United States today
is PROMISED LAND, a traditional early-nineteenth-
century American melody with a strong resem-
blance to a once-popular dance tune. William
Walker’s Southern Harmony attributes the tune to

where he is also professor of composition and
theory.

This hymn arrangement is sponsored by the
Institute for the Study of American Evangelicals
(ISAE) at Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 60187,
through a grant from The Lilly Endowment. The
ISAE exists to encourage and support research
on evangelical Christianity in North America.



Promised Land

SAB, keyboard, flute, percussion, opt. cong.

Samuel Stennett, 1787 PROMISED LAND, American folk melody from
Southern Harmony, 1835; setting by David Ashley White, 2000
Joyfully, with energy (J—ca.88)

T
y 2 I
PS I
AS 1

Finger cymb. £ | |
% 8 0 i O P

N

1

Iy

g
Flute [fAs
A\SVJ

D)

poco rit.
he : o
2 = @ \1' 1# E ﬁ% T E = 1# hlx}' ]
6F o : B R R = O~
\!J)J I el I I — I 1
SA. m
04 A
V4 oy - - - - y 2 |
'\f\\u kil Vs 4 \A | |
D) v
On__
Tt r - - —
a tempo, with energy, slightly detached
bt E N _———
A\SV} I Il | =—— Il T —— [ Il %_J.—H—|
é mf i Biaand T i *L ——
N # | . . p— |
1 ' —— I  ——— I I ——— i ¥ =
| | PN
:@Fb#) I —— = E— " ——" 2 o5
Jor - dan’s storm-y  banks I stand,_and  cast a wish-ful eye to__

[ A S A S i O S A

Copyright © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Kingston, N.Y. 12401. wwwswelahpub.com
Printed in the U.S.A. on recycled paper. 1# is illegal fo photocopy this music. ~ 425-817—Promised Land—3



’e
I'm__
2
£
2
2
£

I I

I I
|

|

1

Full unison choir '

T T
a
lie
[4)
P4 -
n
SV
D)
Py I ]
L
—
—

I
I
|
|
@
@

Il
|
|
&
@

bound for the prom - ised

T, £ £, ke
<

E,und for the prom - ised

| | [y
| I= | | I I
_i_|_i_i_4__i
hap - py land where_ my pos - ses - sions
Frarr Pt rrohr e
S
I'm
NS
. N of
- 1 e 2
I'm
X4
<Iﬁ
o
Oh, who will - go with me? 'm bound for the prom- ised
| f: [o—
| ; | | I

.—,IIN

| THER

go with me? I'm_ bound for the prom - ised

is
I
S

bound,

land,

'a
(

o

£
mp

-t
| |
Oh,_ who will_come and

Ca - naan’s fair and

]
o
bound for the prom - ised

Descant
&
I
|
()
land.
[
[
=
land

L Y L Q.
L Hwﬁﬂ .umun Ly ] ]
oo

=~
Ar/ [ NG

iy
I

\VJ
B
[a)
u
y 4
fan
ANV,
D)
n #
i
y
[ fan
A\SV;
D)
D)
n

- X X
™ ™
= N N Noe

13

|
1
mp

!

-a1snw siy) Adoaojoyd oy jebajji si jj “Ajuo sasodind mainal 1o} papiAnoid SIjuswndop Syl
(epeue) pue 'S'N 8yl ul Z.T19-258-008 |[e2 10) wod gndye|as MMmm Je 10 Ja[esap alliIoAR) INOA wol) 18pI0
"ou| “*0Q Bulysliand ye|es « /T8-G2h « 9UUM AS|Usy pineq

(puels | syueg Awlois s,uepior UQ) pue] pasiwold

4—Promised Land—425-817



- n 4
o
i -
[ . i
h I
m =
e »
RENAR
= S i
1 um SRR |
Am- 2 g
] ™ £ I . q
w
L o\
. [} 4
h ull
L f
e S
=
P = 8
8
] N~y ] “I
<
o
[
PR
1 i i \
. -
S
N
)
-~ s <
oL o g = “
Lia] =33 =9 Y
£ S s o r XN
N
N NG oo DO
S]\

div.

28p 4

o

V.4

‘#r

hills and brooks and vales with__

=

There_rocks and

P
grow.

N

trees im - mor - tal

[

Oh,_ there are_ brooks and vales with

W

.4
L3N

o

R

73

g 4 J |

425-817—Promised Land—5



T T H 7 i
[ s Q17
] i B}
' , i il [N o E M Bt 4
s Pan aall =
® | YRR w ]
= QL T S L] NN I\
TN 32 QL TR Q HH
L | = N
1] =
Aol = il
AI ol 2
0 P-/ ML ] g n b o
_ L § ol | N i.v MY S n i
H- ﬁQ E B
I N 1l 2
T, = — AP
TR — QL I.-T ool ol I N | |
. RN A
0/4
ru J ﬁ M :‘.\ﬂ g _ |
1 | | ~ \) 'ﬁ (
iuy
T “
= = o <
o T & || 2 (AT o | 9 £ 4 o )
iR e o .nfq-! & L --.rm 1] T ol
| o 1 m fil{
I s wlll g LI tws 2 LM i)
N &ﬁ- f ] Pa o
}@d = _ = N _”
=] 1] =]
< <
i == = | |
il = | = | Q0 8 | QQll
E= === === | == = -
£ = v s vl = - I e = = X L
A ANGe N\ NI 4N DN PN N D ‘
O oo O
— T — — T —

-a1snw siy) Adoaojoyd oy jebajji si jj “Ajuo sasodind mainal 1o} papiAnoid SIjuswndop Syl
(epeue) pue ‘'S'N 8yl Ul Z/T9-258-008 |12 J0) wod gndye|as mmm Je 10 Jajeap allloAe) INOA wod) 1aplQ
"ou| “*0Q Bulysliand ye|es « /T8-G2h « 9UUM AS|Usy pineq

(puels | syueg Awlois s,uepior UQ) pue] pasiwold

6—Promised Land—425-817



il 5 _ i
s -
| | =
I E |5
2
N 8
MU —
S L St
SO = T
] il
f ~l
1 | |
. |
1T] O
[ 1 AT
=]
qHH = Q- A
=
sl 2 |nl
=
s 2 (Mt 3
[<5]
N/ = W
o BS i
=]
[=}
o .m |
== S = ==
= = = -
SN 9 N

t

f Des

‘o
4

L3N

the Son for -

God

J—
| ottt |
| |

—

there_ God the__Son for -

55

N
y 2
PN
€

-
day;

r)

e ‘ter - nal

|
|
tend - ed plains_shines one

(

sf~)

425-817—Promised Land—7



—
Oh, who will _
|

J—
| sl
| |

[

Oh,  who will_ come and

I'm_ bound for the prom- ised

=
¥
i
=e

e
4

(W1

[
[
g
ised

,’ﬂ
o
J— |
—

¢

N

Nl | - el i 411
. gk Wl Gl &5
pan Pan
L ) 1 N T
= = == = = ==
= vs = vs = = vy Bt vs o = = = = 3 =
olo N olo
m.mhu A/ [ | ﬂh e Y@ PR @ A/ [ |
————

-a1snw siy) Adoaojoyd oy jebajji si jj “Ajuo sasodind mainal 1o} papiAnoid SIjuswndop Syl
(epeue) pue ‘'S'N 8yl Ul Z/T9-258-008 |12 J0) wod gndye|as mmm Je 10 Jajeap allloAe) INOA wod) 1aplQ
"ou| 00 Buysiiand ye|es « LT18-GZ « UM A8|ysy pired

(puels | syueg Awlois s,uepior UQ) pue] pasiwold

o

2 <
.4
N
&
land
- ised la:ld
= o
it
o F_
St

P
]
scat- ters night a - way

™~
\S
[N
H—
,ﬁ
?t € prom
|
|

[
I
the

o
1N 7
1
—
1N [

[
I
for

I
|
_i
ev - er reigns and_ scat- ters_night a - way.
I
|
()
|
)
]
prom
I
|
I'm bound fi
£
I

|
|
ev - er reigns and
|
|

=
i
2
bound
land,

3y
#
3%
#
7
#
38

A\SV
D)
N
v
D)
[
Y
D))

ee]

8—Promised Land—425-817



acat eat acax g
R T
X YN 1 1 AT TORGD \ ]
Aell] A-:¢> i
Xl A A~
el
= =
;L T g TR S e
1 I e 2 T
g g
S e S T .
I o (=9
IME ﬁu. E [ “»
- m - Pwml - -
=
1 N =] N —® |
N2 ~ T
E {1 (Y AT Y Y
_ N 2 e el Y
=
=R
b E )
D S S TR [\ |
E= 3 = = =
£ r = v N
%nulmwa nm @ DNYe &) (e
— N

e
I
I
I

I
I
T

*'_I.O
I
I

9 4

“

-@

~—~
‘nous breath _ can

o
¥
pois -

o

winds — nor

S.A.

o

T

[—

.4
Jo i

pois - ‘nous breath_ can

chill - ing  wind_— nor

No_

-

O

Y 4

/o

D))

)

425-817—Promised Land—9



ﬁ | i Sk acat: acat: acat; [acat
e G e il 2 = I
1N = s . f Jz Wl = [ 11
QO . B - - = ||
Wz s AR ERNIN <y
2 Il E (N it 1 s v R
= g ‘ wWVE WA 2 Y J
M.. ] M.. . BT u 1m
Amu #.mi - I #H I |||l1 um ~ Al ~
| || (=} |||
= = ol \® 7
L m |l B - N 4‘ / [ 18, pmJ fmJ uyym ~ 'm ~
Iz (h= N N I NE |1
& |H g W S b, |HM '
il LS : Wb
"m ~l - m 1K\ Aj ..m PMJ p—
' ol ﬂ T ..m H ~y
- (1]
e — |
N £

o7 T
;ﬁ 1 A
|| 7 , R €2 . ~U
| ~l m. m ..m
M INEN IS L ,m I;W [
| [ Vi
m, m, "\ ~l ( Iu m V.I ¢ m ~
D S oL 2 Lele < S
72 72 v bt —
o [ YHER m i m [ YHER Qe el
L =5 — Il
B = [ 1HN nﬂ N.—.ll. m
] = T uE
|.|: .m N ) - mM ||w
E o 2 Iy N g
A L0y & = .
= 7 il
H S [ IN..m
-= = w <
Q Q — =
! 5 S T N ql Ol S ol T { HAR N[
St St —
=== = = === | === - = ===
= vs o) 3 = = va o) TR £ = vs o) L= = v o et v2 o
NG \ e Ar/ G NG e A/
=)
—~— N

-a1snw siy) Adoaojoyd oy jebajji si jj “Ajuo sasodind mainal 1o} papiAnoid SIjuswndop Syl
(epeue) pue 'S'N 8yl ul Z.T19-258-008 |[e2 10) wod gndye|as MMmm Je 10 Ja[esap alliIoAR) INOA wol) 18pI0
"ou| “*0Q Bulysliand ye|es « /T8-G2h « 9UUM AS|Usy pineq

(puels | syueg Awlois s,uepior UQ) pue] pasiwold

10—Promised Land—425-817



= N
QL[] X 2 il \ \
ot s 2 L
= —xf
B . 3
g S
ESY =) <[,
(\ERAE ) KY ) O] [\ (\[)
L (=9
o] ¢ 2 el
= Jl
t}‘ PH_ R b | | [ Y
(VI
o:; s -
o
ol
o =
m ¥ f Q A
‘oL . LIEs 3 ML . L w..
PN XAY, NG XA\, o
ff; QJ. 7 o ﬂJ. ﬁ._l
o e E ‘el ™ o/
~y ~ ~1 A~ A
=
[ R IR (VN )
11 = |
| S i S
1 m || . .
(=W
[ag A ann YN a
E3 3 R =
£ a = va o) = - 3
NG <N - < o -
NG* N
— N

a tempo
£

73,\ ¥

3"

&

[

land.

S

Choir + cong.

When

T Q000
E= 3
] QL
¢ NN
i u g -
QL \)
KN o Mo
| ™
il
TN I\
\ I Y\
=0 i uy ’IU
SJXXT
s _|
N
X
SH \ - WK\
===
e N

425-817—Promised Land—11



T I#

—
-
When_
ESE

r

F

o » —
Feore
———

Descant f* I
o
When

[

2

blest?

=i ;
v
T
T -
= =
[

[

rest?

T y 3 p—
[ PN [ [
N E—— -

[

rest? I'm__
y 2 ot

\A [ [

= [

|

T
@
i
/

A A | = HY = 1
o M S A M { YHES | Y. =) 3
o u . - il % Ul = i
F 1 ! Aru S Aru .ruzu/ A~ l_.' sl 8 .M Pa
. y i i L
wll TN 5 (T G, wl e e K
AN .
(YN |||J 2 |||% QlQll ‘-l.r11 e .= |||1 =) |||1 . YRN
N ] | i
i EE i .%um.%‘. . k= [ 2 (I o alel
{ | 7 { |
all _ ‘ﬁl m ‘h o A~ ol cmam T rm TTeTe [ { 1HEE
=~ mil [ im\. ©» w»
N z T h /Mmd oMl 8 T
1] n L-l
| m = e L T o L M&‘I = T )
-~ |
£ ~ g g
u |
\ m g

I see

J——
| ol |
| |

—

I

P
£

£
I
shall

shall
shall

i
#
r’
#
3%
#
&
#
3y
i
#
&
#
3%

n
N
n
8lp 4
A\SV
n
fn

12
77,\‘ ¥

| I N
T AII [ YHER [ YHI HN T T U¥ | &
4| AL
o " ! ) .ruu . H T T L 1.
\
i ] ~ rl L
Q.nuu T r H TNe— "o
L Py B¥ | FE L Y =2 1 P
uJ@Q unmwd S u @n/ 3 j@é ® unm unm\ ¢
— N

— N

-a1snw siy) Adoaojoyd oy jebajji si jj “Ajuo sasodind mainal 1o} papiAnoid SIjuswndop Syl
(epeue) pue ‘'S'N 8yl Ul Z/T9-258-008 |12 J0) wod gndye|as mmm Je 10 Jajeap allloAe) INOA wod) 1aplQ
"ou| “*0Q Bulysliand ye|es « /T8-G2h « 9UUM AS|Usy pineq

(puels | syueg Awlois s,uepior UQ) pue] pasiwold

12—Promised Land—425-817



(Hl Aﬁ
L
¢
ﬂ | 188
\ B YR
-
LINE
\1 I
[\YH NI
[\YH
(18
O
put

ised

prom

the

for

bound

am

I'm  bound for the prom - ised

land,

bound for the prom - ised

J

~

~t

F- 3
i

i
[ [an)

A\SV

88p 4

to the prom- ised

land.

_J

land.

[ [an)

go with me? I'm_bound for the prom- ised

N—

Oh,  who Will‘i come and

J—

i
[ [an)

¢

425-817—Promised Land—13



14—Promised Land—425-817

e &} ol atial: oV A~ T
1 [ [ [ [
| bS] !
! \] m 9..II. ! ~y A~ ~t > >y
I ¥ I
| : ! ox Un T o | o
| , = i ” TR % ﬁ s ﬁﬁur ain Y =N
o = | Lol ] ] HHH
! N W SN ! ﬁ
| L) = Q| ! 411
! ﬂ = N | ® ~
| | | = Jo
! tm Q] ” “-Il.>
| | &
| ~ 2 'Y | - oL
B ol w acat flacal acalloc ol P ral[lf
| d&ll.——. 7 N.l ” r ®7 X
m a = I ” o Iy
™ pmJ s 1), = f.rIN vl i ole ¢ L YaiE AQ/D
m [ YRR ~t A~ m ! ! Oil °
i N el ﬂ A &PI
© o = =Ar . ¢ it (1
Sl S 1 e M M NIV
S S T
= = \p% —
£l : Al il i
-~z ~
T g (4 v
= M ' ' = |1 ' N o]e N d A T
s WA S
HH e oM T
Il & T 3 3| §
o « A~ & Sl R hﬂ.mu o
Y
| 8 [ [ [ [ SR S 7/
& 5 g
< < S 06| £ d SheH A/
M 8 TP 8 A ° S el AY; deld S Had D e
g REE Raa Raa Raa by RE3 REE SRS Raa
= va ) = s = s TR % = s s v2 o . va o) Bt v
< N NG NG NIy e NG &N NI R
— T — — N

-a1snw siy) Adoaojoyd oy jebajji si jj “Ajuo sasodind mainal 1o} papiAnoid SIjuswndop Syl
(epeue) pue ‘'S'N 8yl Ul Z/T9-258-008 |12 J0) wod gndye|as mmm Je 10 Jajeap allloAe) INOA wod) 1aplQ
"ou| “*0Q Bulysliand ye|es « /T8-G2h « 9UUM AS|Usy pineq

(puels | syueg Awlois s,uepior UQ) pue] pasiwold



