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A Christmas Lullaby
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Andcmte(J =94)

Ioersy
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bars 9-24 may be sung unaccompanied, if desired.
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Full score and parts for string quartet accompaniment are available from Selah (405-258)

“A Lullaby” by Janet Loxley Lewis, © 1938. Reprinted by permission of Ohio University Press.
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Cover painting: 7he Annunciation, 1887; George Hitchcock (American, 1850—1913)
The Art Institute of Chicago

In George Hitchcock’s unusual presentation of the Annunciation, the virgin is depicted as a Dutch peasant
girl standing in a field of lilies. Traditionally, the lily is a symbol of the angel Gabriel, and Mary’s downcast
eyes and humble stance imply that she has received his divine message. Hitchcock spent much of his life in
Holland, and his work synthesizes elements of several European art movements. The choice of a religious
subject, the unusual composition, and his interest in the effects of sunlight and shadow reflect the influence
of the Pre-Raphaelites, the Symbolists, and the Impressionists on Hitchcock’s work.
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Lullee, lullay,

I could not love thee more

If thou wast Christ the King.
Now tell me, how did Mary know

That in her womb should sleep and grow

The Lord of everything?

Lullee, lullay,
An angel stood with her

Who said: “That which dotl\'

Like summer in thy side
Shall save the world frow
Then stable, hall, and.in

Shall cherish ChriQs—tide.”

Bgéausc an angel came
& ophesy his name?

no, not so,

She could not love him more,
But loved him just the same.
Lullee, lullay.

Janet Loxley Lewis, 1938, e.
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