Take Up
the Song

Sampler 2
June, 2025



K
‘ ’ Printed on recycled and acid-free paper

Copyright © 2025 Selah Publishing Co., Inc., Pittsburgh, Pa.

All rights reserved.

All pieces in this collection are under copyright protection of the copy-
right holder listed with each hymn. Permission must be obtained from the
copyright holder to reproduce—in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, or otherwise—what is included in this book.
The address of companies that hold copyrights are listed in the back of the
book. Most all of these hymns may be used with the CCLI or OneLicense
licensing organizations.

Every effort has been made to trace the owner or holder of each copyright.
If any rights have been inadvertently infringed upon, the publisher asks
that the omission be excused and agrees to make the necessary corrections
in subsequent printings.

Typeset and printed in the United States of America.

First edition
23456789 10 30 29 28 27 26 25

www.selahpub.com



Take Up
the Song

" Selah Publishing Co.



Introduction

elcome to this preview of Take Up the Song, Selah Publishing’s new hymnal supple-

ment for Episcopal churches. This sampler contains 20 carefully selected hymns with
complete lectionary suggestions for June, July, and August in Year C of the Revised Common
Lectionary.

Why New Hymns Matter

It has been 43 years since The Hymnal 1982 was finalized—two full generations. While our
current hymnal remains an excellent resource, we've missed decades of remarkable hymnody
that speaks to contemporary concerns and celebrates the voices of today’s church. Take Up the
Song bridges that gap with 300 hymns from the finest contemporary writers and composers.

How to Use This Sampler

We recommend starting with your choir to introduce these hymns before presenting them
to the congregation. Brief hymn notes in your bulletin can help worshippers appreciate both
the theological richness and musical beauty of these new additions to the church’s song. Make
sure to report your usage to OneLicense, CCLI, or CCM for reproduction or streaming.

What You’ll Find Here
This sampler features texts by acclaimed writers including Carl P. Daw, Jr., Richard Leach,
Rae Whitney, Brian Wren, and others, set to music by composers such as Alfred V. Fedak,
David Ashley White, and the Taizé Community. The full collection includes well over 100
authors and composers. We've also included melody versions for unison hymns.

Take Up the Song will include a comprehensive lectionary index, making hymn selection
effortless for busy church musicians. Instead of spending hours searching multiple resources,
you'll simply look up your Sunday and find hymns perfectly matched to the readings.

A Living Tradition
These hymns remind us that Christian hymnody didn’t end in the 1980s—it continues to
flourish. When we sing new hymns alongside historic ones, we join our voices with both
the communion of saints and the living church of today, participating in something greater
than ourselves.

We hope these selections will enhance your summer worship and give your congregation
a taste of the vibrant hymnody that awaits in the complete supplement.

-David P. Schaap, editor

Abbreviations & Symbols

alt. altered

adapt. adapted by
arr. arranged by
ca. circa (around)
cent. century

CM common meter (86 86)
CMD  common meter double
harm. harmonized by

LM long meter (88 88)
LMD  long meter double
para.  paraphrased by

SM short meter (66 86)

st. stanza(s)

tr. translated by

transcr. transcribed by

vers.  versified by
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CREATION & PROVIDENCE

122 TI've Got a Home in a-That Rock
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1 Tve got a home in a - that Rock, domt you  see?
2 Poor old Laz - ’rus, poor as I, don't you  see? Dot vou seel
3 Rich man, Di - ves, lived so well, dont you  see? ¥ )
4 God gave No - ah the rain-bow sign, dont you  see?
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Text and music: African-American spiritual.
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I've got a home in a - that Rock, don't you see?
Poor old Laz - ’rus, poor as I, don't you see? Dorit vou see?
Rich man, Di - ves, lived so well, dont you see? Y ’
God gave No - ah the rain-bow sign, dont you Sj?
. e P P o J
sepf itz g o S
(3 — — ] ] 1 1 e
Z b | ! L [T
4 1 — I

i

TN

ol
e |

Be - tween  the earth and  sky, thought I

Poor old Laz - ’rus, poor  as I when he

Rich  man, Di - ves, lived so  well, when he

God  gave No - ah the rain - bow sign, no more
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heard my Sav - ior cry, Ive  got a
died had a home on high. He  had a
died he found home in hell, had no
wa - ter__but fire next time, bet - ter  get a
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home in a - that Rock, dont  you see?
home in a - that Rock, dont  you see?
home in a - that Rock, don't  you see?
home in a - that Rock, dont  you see?
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CREATION & PROVIDENCE

123 Take Up the Song
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1 Take up  the song, and  sing the praise of  God
2 Take up  the song, and sing  the praise of  God
3 Take up  the song, and  sing  the praise of = God;
4 Take wup the song, and sing the praise of  God;
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who gave the world its might - y  lands and seas,
who gave the power of choice to hu - man - kind,
pro - claim to all the 0 - pen mys - ter - y
with  mu - sic  make both earth and heav - en  ring,
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then formed the  fish and crea - tures of  the earth;
that  we might rule the earth through ser - vant - hood,
that  Christ, whose death de - stroyed the power of  sin,
for ~ God is  good and loves all he  has made;
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our God be praised for won - drous gifts like these!
and so find joy in all that God de - signed.
was raised by God to reign in  Trin - i -ty
so now to him all thanks and prais - es bring!
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Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1991.

Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1999. Text © 1991 and music © 1999 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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CREATION & PROVIDENCE

123 Take Up the Song
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1 Take up the song, and  sing the praise of  God
2 Take up the song, and sing the praise of  God

3 Take up the song, and  sing the vpraise of  God;
4 Take up the song, and sing  the praise of  God;
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who gave the world its might - y  lands and seas,
who gave the power of choice to hu - man - kind,
pro - claim to all the 0 - pen mys - ter - y
with mu - sic  make both earth and heav - en  ring,
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then formed the fish and crea - tures of  the earth;
that ~ we might rule the earth through ser - vant - hood,
that  Christ, whose death de - stroyed the power of  sin,
for God is  good and loves  all he  has made;
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our God be praised for  won - drous gifts like  these!
and so find joy in all  that God de signed.
was raised by  God to  reign in Trin - 1 - ty

so now to him all thanks and prais - es bring!

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1991.

Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1999. Text © 1991 and music © 1999 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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CREATION & PROVIDENCE

124 Before the Earth Had Yet Begun
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1 Be - fore the earth  had yet be - gun her
2 In that bright dawn - ing of the  world, be -
3 Thus,  when cre a - tions Lord did take the
4 For us, who  would this God at - tend, no
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jour - ney round the  burn - ing sun, be - fore a  seed of
fore sea surged or wind un - furled, the vaults of heaven with
clay of earth our form to make, God willed that to  our
earth - ly mind can  com - pre - hend e - ter - nal glo - ry;
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life  had stirred, there sound - ed Gods cre - a - ting Word.
prais - es  rang, the morn - ing stars to - geth - er sang.
race be - long the gifts of mu - sic, word, and song.
praise a - lone is our com-pan - ion by  that throne.
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Text: Herbert O’Driscoll, 1986, ©. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.
Music: William P. Rowan, 1986. © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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CREATION & PROVIDENCE

126 God of Unknown, Distant Worlds
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1 God of un - known, dis - tant worlds, ru-ler of all time and space,
2 Ten-der God who stoopsto earth, nur-turing us with par - ents love,
3 God whose shel - tering love sur-rounds all cre - a - tion, near and far—
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far a - bove all hu - man thought, mind be-yond our power to trace—
guid-ing, teach-ing wus to stand, free-ing us to live and move—
crea-ture, hu - man, at - om, flower, gal-ax -y and moon and star—
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teach us, God, to  com-pre-hend maj-es - ty which has no end.

teach us, God, to  com-pre-hend  giv-ing love which has no end.
help us our own love ex-tend like your love which has no end.
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Text: Joy E Patterson, 1991. 777777
Music: Roy Hopp, 1990. Text © 1994 and music © 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. SISTER BAY



CREATION & PROVIDENCE

127 We Are Not Our Own
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1 We are not our Own. Earth forms us, hu - man leaves on
2 We are not a - lone. Earth names us: past and pres - ent,
3 Through a hu- man life God  finds us; dy - ing, liv - ing,
4 There - fore let us make thanks - giv - ing, and with jus - tice,
5 And  if love’s en - count - ers lead us on a way un -
6 Let us be a  house of wel - come, liv - ing stone up -
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na - tures grow-ing vine, fruit of man -y gen er -
peo - ples near and far, fam - i - ly and friends and
love is  ful - ly known, and in bread and  wine re -
will - ing and a - ware, give to earth, and all things
cer - tain and un-known, all the saints with  prayer  sur -
hold - ing  liv - ing stone, glad - ly show - ing all our
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Text: Brian Wren, 1987. © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.
NEXUS

Music: David Hurd, 1990. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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a - tions, seeds of life di vine.
stran - gers show us who we are.
minds us: we are not our own.
liv - ing, lit ur - gies of care.
round us: we are not a lone.
neigh - bors we are not our  own!

L JBL )




CREATION & PROVIDENCE

127 We Are Not Our Own
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1 We are not our own. Earth forms us, hu - man leaves on
2 We are not a - lone.  Earth names us: past and pres - ent,
3 Through a hu - man life God finds us; dy - ing, liv - ing,
4 There - fore let us  make thanks - giv - ing, and with jus - tice,
5 And if loves en - count - ers lead us on a way un -
6 Let us be a  house of wel - come, liv - ing stone up -
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na - tures grow-ing vine, fruit of man - y gen - er -
peo - ples near and far, fam - i - ly and  friends and
love is ful - ly known, and in bread and wine re -
will - ing and a - ware, give to earth, and all things
cer - tain and un - known, all the saints with  prayer  sur -
hold - ing  liv - ing stone, glad - ly show - ing all our
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a - tions, seeds of life di - vine.
stran - gers show us  who we are.
minds us: we are not our own.
liv - ing, lit - ur- gies of care.
round us: we are not a - lone.
neigh - bors we are not our own!
Text: Brian Wren, 1987. © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. 8985

Music: David Hurd, 1990. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. NEXUS



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

128 O God, Who Gives Us Life
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1 O God, who gives us life and breath,who shapesus in the womb,
2 0 God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven-ture and to dare,
3 0 God of cov-e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,
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who guards our lives from birth to death,then leads wus from the tomb;
to  plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - ven there:
your might-y deeds e - voke our awe; we dare not speak your name.
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de - liv-er wus from fears that kill the life we have from you.
when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
Yet ~we by faith are drawn to you and  will your peo - ple prove,
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Help us to know your Spir-it still is mak - ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of hope that nev-er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e - nant of love.
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Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1990. © 1990 Hope Publishing Co.
Music: English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1874.
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CREATION & PROVIDENCE

129 The Clay-Stained Hands of Love

Unison
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1 The clay - stained hands of Love cre - a - ted
2 The heal - ing  hands of Love gave speech  and
3 The wound - ed  hands of Love showed life had
4 The hid - den  hands of Love are  build - ing
5 We  sing our  praise, O  Love, for  your life -
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hu - man form. Praise love that made us
sight and  strength. Praise love that came to
con - quered death. Praise love that came in
up the  church. Praise love that works  with
giv - ing  hands. 0O Mak - ey Sav. - or,
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from  the earth, the love with clay - stained hands.
touch and heal, the love with heal - ing hands.
ser - vant form, the love with wound - ed hands.
liv. - ing stone, the love with hid - den hands.
Spir - it,  God, we sing our praise to  you.
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Text: Richard Leach, 1991. © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. SM

Music: The Good Old Songs, 1913, alt.; harm. Jack Noble White. Harm. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. LITTLE MARLBOROUGH




CREATION & PROVIDENCE

129 The Clay-Stained Hands of Love
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1 The clay - stained hands of Love cre - a - ted
2 The heal - ing  hands of Love gave speech  and
3 The wound - ed  hands of  Love showed life had
4 The hid - den hands of Love are  build - ing
5 We  sing our  praise, O  Love, for  your life -
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hu - man form. Praise love that made us
sight and  strength. Praise love that  came to
con - quered death. Praise love that came in
up the  church. Praise love that works  with
giv - ing  hands. 0O Mak - ep Sav. - or
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from  the earth, the love with clay - stained hands.
touch and heal, the love with heal - ing hands.
ser - vant form, the love with wound - ed hands.
liv. - ing stone, the love with hid - den hands.
Spir - it, God, we sing our praise to  you.
Text: Richard Leach, 1991. © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. SM

Music: The Good Old Songs, 1913, alt.; harm. Jack Noble White. Harm. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. LITTLE MARLBOROUGH



CREATION & PROVIDENCE

130 Over My Head
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O - ver my head, I hear mu-sic in the air; o - ver my head,
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I hear mu-sic in the air; o - ver my head, I hear
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mu-sic in the air; there must be a God some - where.

Solo G r All D7 G Solo
= = = e
\\85 LA — i —~o
- [ 4 —@-
1 Oh, when the world is  si - lent, oh,
2 And when I'm feel - ing lone-ly, I hear mu-sic in the air; and
3 Now when I think on Je - sus, now
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Text: African-American spiritual.
Music: African-American spiritual; arr. John L. Bell, 1998, alt. OVER My HEAD
© 1997 WGRG c/o Iona Community (GIA Publications, Inc., agent).
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when the world is  si - lent, oh,
when I'm feel - ing lone-ly, I hear mu-sic in the air and
when I think on Je - sus, now
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when the world is  si - lent,
when I'm feel -ing lone-ly, I hear mu-sic in the air
when I think on Je - sus,
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there must be a God some - where.
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CREATION & PROVIDENCE

131 Wordless Song within the Waters
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1 Word - less song with -in  the wa - ters, whales draw breath and
2 Word - less song in ear - ly morn - ing, song - birds sing as
3 Word - less song with - in the for - est, wolves are howl - ing
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dive and sing. Hymns no hu - man tongue can of - fer
day  draws near. Car - ols call - ing out their pres - ence
in the night: haunt - ing psalms out - side the cir - cle
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set the o - cean e - cho-ing. Word - less sing - ers wake our
please the wak -ing hu - man ear. Word - less sing - ers claim their
cast for wus by camp - fire lightt Word - less sing - ers, like the
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won - der; what can hu - man voic - es bring? We will of - fer
plac - es, with a flag of song  un - furled. We will sing the
Spir - it, on whose plead - ing we re - ly. Let us dare to
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Text: Richard Leach, 1994. 87 87D
Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1990. Text © 1996 and music © 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Ecce, DEus
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words  for prais - ing God the Ma ker  of all  things.

name of Je - sus, word of joy that claims the world.
name the yearn - ing in the Spir - its word - less cry.
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CREATION & PROVIDENCE

132 For the Beauty of the Earth
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the glo-ry of the skies,

2 For the beau-ty of each hour of the day and of the night,

3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heartand mind’s de - light,

4 For the joy of hu-manlove, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,

5 For the Churchwhichev - er- more lift-eth ho - ly hands a - bove,

6 For each per - fect gift of thine to the world so free - ly given,

' 1 1 % —]
E——— —— % H j %

w 1 ‘ { { { {

0 ,ﬁ ——] T ‘ ‘ — T PR— ]
’l’(“ 1 % 4j 1 I % % ij ﬁ %

1
%j@ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁﬂ
for  the love which from our birth ov - er and a - round us lies.
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light,
for = the mys-tic har-mo-ny link-ing sense to sound and sight,
friends on earth,and friends a - bove, for all gen - tle thoughts and mild,

of - fering up on  ev - ery shore thy pure sac - ri - fice of love,
faith and hope and love di- vine, peace on earth and joy in heaven.
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Christ our God, to thee we raise this our hymn of grate-ful praise.
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Text: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt. 777777
Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838; adapt. William Henry Monk, 1861; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906. Dix
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131 Wordless Song within the Waters
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1 Word - less song with -in  the wa - ters, whales draw breath and
2 Word - less song in ear - ly morn - ing, song - birds sing as
3 Word - less song with - in the for - est, wolves are howl - ing
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IV | I | I I | | I | I I | 1 | I |
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dive  and sing. Hymns no hu - man tongue can of - fer
day  draws near. Car - ols call - ing out their pres - ence
in the night: haunt - ing psalms out - side the cr - e
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set the o - cean e - cho-ing. Word - less sing - ers wake  our
please the wak - ing hu - man ear.  Word - less sing - ers claim  their
cast for us by camp - fire light. Word - less sing - ers, like the
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won - der; what can hu - man voic - es bring? We will of - fer
plac - es, with a flag of song  un - furled. We will sing the
Spir - it, on whose plead - ing  we re - ly. Let us dare to
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words  for prais - ing God the Ma - ker of all  things.
name of Je - sus, word of joy that claims the world.
name the vyearn - ing in the Spir - its word - less cry.
Text: Richard Leach, 1994. 87 87D

Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1990. Text © 1996 and music © 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Ecce, DEus
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133 The Crickets Chanting Through the Night

Text: Thomas H. Troeger. © 2002 Oxford University Press Inc., admin. in North America by GIA Publications, Inc. CMD
Music: anonymous English; arr. John L. Bell, 2002. THE SEVEN Joys OF MARY
Arr. © 2002, WGRG, c/o Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)



CREATION & PROVIDENCE

134 'The Earth Belongs to God Alone
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1 The earth be - longs to God a - lone; hard
2 The fer - tile ground through years of  toil has
3 Al life be - longs to God a - lone, in
4 Till God en - dows the earth once more with
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clay,  rich soil, fine sand. Give thanks wher-ev - er
cried for Sab - bath rest— a  time of peace for
wil - der - ness and fields. From fal - low land, or
E - dens state of grace, may we en - deav - or
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food is grown on bor - rowed ho - ly land.
worn - out soil so land can be re - freshed.
plowed  and sown, God gives the good it yields.
to re - store all  land as sa - cred space.
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Text: Adam M.L. Tice, 2011. © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc. CM
Music: William P. Rowan, 1992. © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. SIMMONS
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135 God in His Love for Us
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1 God in his love for us lent us this plan-et, gave it a

2 Thanks be to God for its boun - ty and beau - ty, life  that sus -

3 Long have our hu-man wars ruin - ed its har - vest; long has earth

4 Farth is the Lords: it is ours to en-joy it, ours, as his
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pur - pose in time and in space; small as a spark from the
tains us in bod - y and mind; plen - ty for all if  we
bowed to the ter - ror of force; long have we wast - ed what
stew - ards, to farm and de - fend. From its pol-lu - tion, mis-
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fire  of cre-a - tion, cra - dle of life and the home of our race.
learn how to share it, rich - es un-dreamed of to fath-om and find.
oth - ers have need of, poi- soned the foun - tain of life at its source.

use, and des-truc- tion, good Lord, de - liv - er us, world with-out end.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1973. © 1973 Hope Publishing Co. 11101110
Music: David Ashley White, 1991. © 1991 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. JULIAN OF NORWICH
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136 O God, Beyond All Face and Form
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10 God, be-yond all  face and form, you willed it that cre -
2 The glo - ry of the gal - ax - ies, the beau - ty of a
3 You gave our race both form and name, and love for us was
4 Of this  great love all loves are born, of self, of neigh - bor,
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a - tions night should blaze, and cha - os still its storm, and
ba - bys hand, the thun - dering of  the rest - less seas, the
your in - tent; then to a wom -ans  womb love came, and

and of earth. By love  shall night be turned to morn, and
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birth a u - ni - verse of light. All things  be - low, all
glo - ry of the for - ests stand— all things  be - low, all
on a cross was  whol - ly spent. All things  be - low, all
death shall nev - er con - quer birth. All things  be - low, all
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things a - bove are  formed of your e - ter - nal love
things  a - bove are formed of your e - ter - mnal love.
things  a - bove are formed of this in - car - nate love.
things  a - bove are formed of  God’s - ter - mal love

Text: Herbert O’Driscoll, ©, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. 83 88 88
Music: John Bacchus Dykes, 1861. MELITA
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137 Ol Noah Got Mad
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1 or No - ah got mad ‘cause the rain  kept a - drop - pin
2 He built him an ark  cause the rain  kept a - drop - pin
3 He float - ed the ark  while the rain  kept a - drop - pin
4 And when the rain stopped No - ah stopped all the mop - pin
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Did - nt it rain? 0 did - n't it  rain?
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It rained for - ty days, for - ty nights with-out stop - pin
The an - i- malscame two by two  with-out stop - pin
Un - ti No - ah saw  that the rain was a - stop - pir
The  rain - bow ap-peared when the rain stopped a - drop - pin
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Did - n’t it rain? 0 did - nt it rain?
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Text: Trad., adapt. Barbara B. Bartlett. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Traditional.
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138 How Shall I Sing That Majesty

Text: John Mason, 1683. CMD
Music: Ken Naylor, 1958. © 1984 Oxford University Press Inc. Cok FEN
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139 1Sing the Almighty Pow’r of God

Text: Isaac Watts, 1715.

Music: Richard Webster, 1995. © 2023 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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11 sing  theal - migh -ty pow’T of God, that
21 sing the good - ness of the Lord, that
3 There’s not a plant or flow’r be - low, but
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made the  moun - tains rise, that  spread the flow - ing
filled the  earth with  food: he formed  the crea - tures
makes thy glo - ries known; and clouds a - rise, and
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seas a - broad and built the  loft - y skies. I
with his Word, and then pro - nounced them good. Lord,
tem - pests blow, by  or der  from thy  throne; while
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sing the  wis - dom that or - dained the  sun to
how thy won - ders are dis - played, wher - eer I
all that bor - rows life from thee is ev. - T
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rule the day; the  moon  shines  full at
turn my eye, if I sur - vey the
in thy care, and ev - ery - where  that
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the day, rule the day,
my eye, turn my eye
thy care, in thy care
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his com - mand, and all the stars 0

- bey.
ground I tread, or gaze up - on the sky!
I could be, thou, God, are pres - ent there.
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140 The Numberless Gifts of God’s Mercies
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1 The num - ber-less gifts of Gods mer - cies my tongue can - not
2 Like all of the stars in the heav - ens, Gods mer - cies can
3 Tl nev - er count all  of Gods mer - cies, but oh, [ can
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fath - om or tell. Like dew that ap - pears in the morn - ing,
nev - er be told.  They shine through the dark - ness of mid - night;
give God my praise for all of that love, my thanks-giv - ing
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they come to us shin - ing and full. The num - ber-less
their beau - ties can nev - er grow old. Like all of the
and love to the end of my days. Il nev - er count
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gifts of Gods mer - cies my tongue can-not fath - om or  tell
stars in the heav - ens, Gods mer - cies can nev - er be told.
all  of Gods mer - cies, but oh, I can give God my praise!
— Pg P
— =t— — —_— -
| = '
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1883; tr. Gracia Grindal, 1983. © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. 98 98 98

Music: Albert Lindstrom, 1889.
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