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    Introduction

Welcome to this preview of Take Up the Song, Selah Publishing’s new hymnal supple-
ment for Episcopal churches. This sampler contains 20 carefully selected hymns with 

complete lectionary suggestions for June, July, and August in Year C of the Revised Common 
Lectionary.

Why New Hymns Matter
It has been 43 years since The Hymnal 1982 was finalized—two full generations. While our 
current hymnal remains an excellent resource, we’ve missed decades of remarkable hymnody 
that speaks to contemporary concerns and celebrates the voices of today’s church. Take Up the 
Song bridges that gap with 300 hymns from the finest contemporary writers and composers.

How to Use This Sampler
We recommend starting with your choir to introduce these hymns before presenting them 
to the congregation. Brief hymn notes in your bulletin can help worshippers appreciate both 
the theological richness and musical beauty of these new additions to the church’s song. Make 
sure to report your usage to OneLicense, CCLI, or CCM for reproduction or streaming.

What You’ll Find Here
This sampler features texts by acclaimed writers including Carl P. Daw, Jr., Richard Leach, 
Rae Whitney, Brian Wren, and others, set to music by composers such as Alfred V. Fedak, 
David Ashley White, and the Taizé Community. The full collection includes well over 100 
authors and composers. We’ve also included melody versions for unison hymns.
	 Take Up the Song will include a comprehensive lectionary index, making hymn selection 
effortless for busy church musicians. Instead of spending hours searching multiple resources, 
you’ll simply look up your Sunday and find hymns perfectly matched to the readings.

A Living Tradition
These hymns remind us that Christian hymnody didn’t end in the 1980s—it continues to 
flourish. When we sing new hymns alongside historic ones, we join our voices with both 
the communion of saints and the living church of today, participating in something greater 
than ourselves.
	 We hope these selections will enhance your summer worship and give your congregation 
a taste of the vibrant hymnody that awaits in the complete supplement.

	 –David P. Schaap, editor                

			 

Abbreviations & Symbols
	 alt.	 altered
	 adapt.	 adapted by
	 arr.	 arranged by
	 ca.	 circa (around)
	 cent.	 century
	 CM	 common meter (86 86)
	 CMD	 common meter double
	 harm.	 harmonized by
	 LM	 long meter (88 88)
	 LMD	 long meter double
	 para.	 paraphrased by
	 SM	 short meter (66 86)
	 st.	 stanza(s)
	 tr.	 translated by
	 transcr.	 transcribed by
	 vers.	 versified by
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5.244 I’ve Got a Home in a-that Rock

Irregular
I've Got a Home

Text and music: African-American spiritual
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Text and music: John L. Bell, 1995.	
© 1995 WGRG c/o Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)	 Don’t be Afraid
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122	 I’ve Got a Home in a-That Rock

Text and music: African-American spiritual.	 Irregular
I’ve Got a Home
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Creation and Providence

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1991. © 1991 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1999. © 1999 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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123	 Take Up the Song

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1991. 	 10 10 10 10
Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1999. Text © 1991 and music © 1999 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.	 Take Up the Song
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123	 Take Up the Song

Text: Rae E. Whitney, 1991. 	 10 10 10 10
Music: Alfred V. Fedak, 1999. Text © 1991 and music © 1999 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.	 Take Up the Song
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Seed of Life

Text: Herbert O’Driscoll, 1986, ©, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent
Music: William P. Rowan, 1986.  © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
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Text: Herbert O’Driscoll, 1986, ©. Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.	 LM
Music: William P. Rowan, 1986. © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.	 Seed of Life
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Text: Joy F. Patterson, 1991. © 1994, Selah Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
Music: Roy Hopp, 1990. © 1990, Selah Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
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126	 God of Unknown, Distant Worlds

Text: Joy F. Patterson, 1991. 	 77 77 77
Music: Roy Hopp, 1990. Text © 1994 and music © 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.	 Sister Bay
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127	 We Are Not Our Own

Text: Brian Wren, 1987. © 1989 Hope Publishing Co.	 89 85
Music: David Hurd, 1990. © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.	 Nexus
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5.4083 Over My Head

Over My HeadText and music: African American spiritual; music arr. John L. Bell, 1997. 
    © 1997 WGRG c/o Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
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Music: African-American spiritual; arr. John L. Bell, 1998, alt. 	 Over My Head
	 © 1997 WGRG c/o Iona Community (GIA Publications, Inc., agent).	
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5.004 For the Beauty of the Earth
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Dix

Text: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt.
Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838; adapt. William Henry Monk, 1861; harm. �e English Hymnal, 1906. 
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1715.
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Music: Richard Webster, 1995. © 2023 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.	 Yosemite
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Jag Kan Icke Räkna Dem Alla

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Gracia Grindal. © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.
Music: Albert Lindström, 1853-1955.
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Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1883; tr. Gracia Grindal, 1983. © 1993 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.	 98 98 98
Music: Albert Lindström, 1889.	 Jag Kan Icke Räkna Dem Alla


